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TAGS: PINT, MASS, LE, US 

SUBJECT: MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

1 . AS INDICATED IN EARLIER CABLE, VELIOTES AND DRAPER 
CONSULTED WITH STAFF OF HIRC ON JUNE 10 AND WILL HAVE 
SESSION WITH SENATE STAFF ON MONDAY, JUNE 13. STAFF 
MEMBERS WERE GRATEFUL WE SHARED WITH THEM OUR PRELIMINARY 
THINKING. THEY WERE APPREHENSIVE THAT WE MIGHT BE 
COMMITTING OURSELVES TO A LONG-TERM, SUBSTANTIAL MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM THAT WOULD GO ON ENDLESSLY. THEY ALSO 
WERE INTERESTED IN POSSIBLE ISRAELI REACTIONS TO THE 

U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IN LEBANON. 

2. IN SUMMARY, HOWEVER, THEY DID NOT RPT NOT OBJECT AND 
IN FACT APPEARED TO ACCEPT BASIC CONCEPT OF A DOLS 25 
MILLION FMS CREDIT PROGRAM IN FY 1977, DOLS 50 MILLION IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FMS CREDITS RPT CREDITS THROUGH A SUPPLEMENTAL IN FY 1978, 

AND A REDUCTION TO A MORE MODEST PROGRAM IN FY 1979 OF, 

SAY, DOLS 25 MILLION IN CREDIT. OUR PRESENTATION WAS 
COUCHED IN TERMS OF PROVIDING THE WHEREWITHAL FOR THREE 
LIGHT MECHANIZED INFANTRY BATTALIONS OR ONE BRIGADE, OF 
SOME 3,000 MEN. THEY ALSO APPEARED ACCEPT SUB;TANTIAL 
IMET (GRANT) FUNDING FOR TRAINING (500,000 DOLS IN FY 1978). 
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3. ALL STAFFERS CLEARLY WERE NEGATIVE TO GRANT PROGRAMS 
OF ANY KIND OR SCOPE, INCLUDING FOR THE UNIFORMS. 

4. STAFFERS PROMISED TO GET IN TOUCH WITH KEY COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS AND ADVISE US AS TO NEXT STEPS. VANCE 
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